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Contributors’ Notes
Richard Amidon is the author of The Fat Boy With No Imagination From 
Down the Block. He has published in over 50 journals and has work 
forthcoming in Portable Wall, Poetry Motel, Nightsun, Mother and others. He 
lives in Owosso, Michigan. David Curran’s non-fiction has appeared in 
publications ranging from Chemical Engineering to Writer’s D igest, and his 
fiction and poetry has appeared in magazines ranging from Commonweal to 
Samisdat. He has a number of books in print, is a video producer, and he 
co-authored the story "People Do It All The Time" for the television series 
Wiseguy. Patricia Ann Curran studied art at the University of Montana. Her 
batiks have won awards in Wisconsin and Montana. Lee Evans earned a 
Master of Fine Arts at the University of Montana where she won first place in 
the 1988 Academy of American Poets competition and the Merriam-Frontier 
Award. Shaun Gant grew up in Clancy, Montana. She has degrees from the 
University of South Dakota and the University of Montana. Her work has 
appeared in the Coe College Review, Personna Magazine, The South Dakota 
Review and Cutbank. She lives, writes and teaches in Missoula. Will 
Getelman is an honors student in Journalism with a minor in Political Science 
at the University of Montana. His book of poetry, Schitzophrenic Scribblings, 
was published in 1965. Jeannie Goodman is an Master of Fine Arts student, 
photographer and mother. She lives in Missoula. Donna Henderson lives in 
Monmouth, Oregon. Allen Jones is an undergraduate student at the 
University of Montana. Laura Kasischke hails from Ann Arbor, Michigan. A 
chapbook of her work, entitled Brides, Wives and Widows, has been 
published by American Studies Press. David Kresh lives in Washington,
D.C. and works as a reference librarian in the Library of Congress. Two 
collections of his poems have been published: Bloody Joy: Love Poems, by 
Slow Dancer Press, Nottingham, England; and Sketches After "Pete’s Beer", 
by Stone Man Press, Lubec, Maine. Cindy Linse is the fiction editor of 
Cutbank, as well as co-coordinator of the prestigious Second Wind Reading 
Series in Missoula. She will be finishing her Master of Fine Arts at the 
University of Montana this year. David Louter received his Bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Montana, and is currently a Master’s candidate in 
History at the University of Washington. His work has appeared in Cutbank, 
The Malahat Review, Northern Lights, Wyoming Writing, 1989, and is 
forthcoming in The Bloomsbury Review. Judy Matovich is finishing up two 
Bachelor’s degrees at the University of Montana in English and Journalism. 
She has spent 30 years as a rancher and plans to spend the next 30 writing 
about ranching. She lives in Missoula with her three kids and a cat. Mervin 
Mecklenburg studied with Richard Hugo at the University of Montana. He 
has a Master of Fine Arts degree from the University of Oregon. Currently he 
is a staff writer for the Sidney Herald Leader in Sidney, Montana.
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Sam Michel has received grants from the Sierra Arts Foundation and The 
Nevada State Council on the Arts. His first story collection, Under the Light 
will be published this spring by Knopf. Sally Allen McNall is an actress and 
teacher of literature and writing at the University of Toledo in Ohio. She has 
been published in New Letters, Cottonwood, Anima, Kansas Quarterly, Prairie 
Schooner and elsewhere. Sheryl Noethe lives in Missoula. She received an 
NEA fellowship in 1989. She works in Salmon, Idaho, teaching poetry to 
schoolchildren, and is a resident poet at the New York School for the Deaf. 
Her book, Descent of Heaven Over the Lake, was published by the Minnesota 
Voices Project. David Racine lives in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. David 
Starkey teaches at Francis Marion College in South Carolina. His poetry has 
appeared in The Beloit Poetry Journal, Cimarron Review, Negative Capability, 
and many others. Mary Vanek is currently a Teaching Fellow for the United 
States Information Agency in Prague, Czechoslovakia, on a leave of absence 
from the University of Montana’s Master of Fine Arts program. She recently 
received a Bertha Morton Fellowship, has been a resident at the MacDowell 
Colony and the Ucross Foundation. Her poems and stories have appeared in 
such journals as, American Literary Review, Fine Madness, and Concho River 
Review. Donely Watt is now in Chiapas, Mexico, working on a novel. Kellie 
Wells was born in Kansas City. She hasa Bachelor’s degrees in Journalism 
and English from Kansas State University. This is her publication debut.
Kipp Wessel is originally from Minnesota. He is currently a Master of Fine 
Arts candidate at the University of Montana, where he teaches fiction as part 
of a 1990 fellowship. Theodore Worozbyt, Jr. has had work accepted by 
Poetry, Poet Hansel’s Critic, Northwest Review , Southern Poetry Review, and 
Prairie Schooner. He has just finished and is looking for a publisher for his 
first book, A Unified Theory of Light.
Cutbank would like to thank the Associated Students of the 
University of Montana for continued financial support.
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Goodwill Thrift Store, Missoula
It's hard to hate 
anybody when w e ’re 
all m aybe try ing 
on the shoes of the 
dead together, 
try ing on the ir slacks 
and reading the ir books.
So we are gentle 
to each other
when we reach for the same glass 
or same blanket.
Smile when we co llide 
between the broken couch 
and a stain on the sheet.
We pass, cool ghosts who feel 
the sleeves of jackets, 
the hems of dresses, and hold 
nylon stockings up to the light.
An old man tries on 
a dead so ld ier's coat. It w eighs 
him down, he bends as though 
he were carry ing the man on his back.
W hen he opens his narrow pocketbook 
a moth flies up.
We find blouses for our mothers 
we never sent.
A past we never knew. W hite bowls 
that fit inside each other.
Som eone e lse ’s babies.
Painstakingly em bro idered pillowcases.
Empty jars. Proof of happ ier lives.
W hen I walk past the rack 
of dark wool suits 
I smell a human musk 
like an animal would.
I get a sense of a man,
of my long-dead grandfather,
and am filled  with love
for the suits, love
for the man ho ld ing
the doub le  boiler,
love for the teen-aged girl
w ith barefeet, sucking the ends
or her hair and w atch ing
the clock, love
for the lonesom e one
that the shoes
will surely
Sheryl Noethe
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